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Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am very honored to be here at the lectern of the Royal Institute of International Relations, because I consider this place a forum of democracy, of free speech and a space in which ideas, views and opinions on very important issues for the future of countries, nations and humanity are born, exchanged and spread.


I would like to thank you for your participation!

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Today I am in Brussels as the President of Albania in my very first visit abroad to bring to the capital of Europe the responsibility, the message, the sincere willingness and historical aspiration of my people to become an inseparable part of the Euro-Atlantic family and to make an overview of our modest contribution in facing the global challenges of the present international policy.


Distinguished participants, this responsibility I would initially share tomorrow with the highest NATO Representative, with the Secretary General, Jaap de Hoop Scheffer and all the Ambassadors of NATO member countries and next week I will share it with the President of the European Commission, Manuel Barroso, with the Enlargement Commissioner, Olli Rehn and in the meeting with the Foreign Affairs Policy Commissioner,  Javier Solana, who have been not only the promoters, but also the best and sincere advisers of Albania in its historical integrating challenge. Availing myself of this occasion I would like to publicly thank them all!

The integration of Albania in NATO and European Union are the two national priorities of the Albanian people.

Today Albania is living through one of the greatest transformations of its history.


My country, which soon will celebrate the ninety-fifth anniversary of its independence, has spent more than half of its existing period under the harshest dictatorship of modern times where NATO was considered its sworn enemy, where democracy, freedom of speech and rights of the individual were repressed, where the Western  world seemed very far away in  the  horizon, where isolation had obscured any ray of light but where the hope for a better future remained hidden  and  alive in the Albanian soul.

The fall of the Berlin Wall, the end of the Cold War and the democratic changes that took place in Albania, gave it the revival of the hidden historical and European hope. Albania was the very first country from those of the former Communist block that signed the Partnership for Peace Founding Document on February 23rd, 1994 and that officially requested accession in NATO.

At the present, ninety-four percent of the Albanians support the Euro-Atlantic integration of their country. This is the irrefutable proof that the integration of Albania in NATO and European Union remains the national priority of all the Albanian political forces and governments.

Dear friends, I am coming here today as the President of Albania who was elected according to the constitutional manner by the Assembly of Albania. This action demonstrated the maturity of the parliamentarian political class, which not only redirected the difficult process of the President’s election into its proper constitutional way and prevented one of the deepest political, economical, social and security crisis under which my country could fall after the one that took place in 1997, but also resolved the situation without the need of international mediation.

During my swearing in address to the Assembly of Albania on July 20th, 2007 I promised that I would be a President who would stand above the sides and in between them while exercising my mission in compliance to the Constitution of Albania.

I deem it fit that the political debate in Albania at the present is on the level of a pluralist debate in the Assembly of Albania, in the media and in public, serving to the expression of ideas and opinions about internal or foreign issues and problems which concern the Albanian society in function of political programs of each party.

From the outset during the meetings held with the heads of the parliamentary political parties I met with the wish and willingness to accelerate the reform in the judicial system, the electoral reform, to encourage the fight against organized crime and corruption as the only way to establish a healthy and functional democracy and to strengthen the Rule of Law.

At the round table initiated by the President of the Republic on September 17th, 2007 about the reform in the justice system and composed by the parliamentary political parties it was emphasized the indispensability of establishing an independent judiciary alienated from political influences and supports and it was decided in unison to found a special parliamentary commission supported by another commission composed by domestic and foreign legal experts. Today I hail the meeting a few days ago of the parliamentary commission and the responsibility which characterized its discussions.

Conscious that this positive political and debate climate between the ruling majority and the opposition needs breathing room and social understanding, I spread this significant debate not only on the local government level, but also in the NGO’s and  media where I was met with support, responsibility and commitment.

I am convinced that the bipartisan parliamentary commission as well which was established on May 31st, 2007 about meeting the recommendations of the international bodies regarding the reforming of the electoral system, in a process conform the norms of a democratic state alongside other things, demonstrates a joint political (ruling majority – opposition) responsibility, willingness and emancipation in Albania.

The progress of Albania towards the European and Euro-Atlantic structures while enjoying the widespread consensus of all the political forces and entire Albanian society has become a major and inclusive project of strategic importance for the Albanian nation and state and an aspiration that overcomes any ideological barrier or individual interest of various political groups. I express my certainty that both the government and opposition are sincere and ready to cooperate in a constructive manner for the Euro-Atlantic future of Albania. Keep in mind this; I want to introduce you Mr Bufi deputy from the opposition and Mr Beja from majority

The Reforms in the Armed Forces

Our aim is to establish an Armed Force through the identification and development of the Niche capabilities in order to adapt to NATO’s need for specialized forces.


I am proud to declare that Albania, thanks to the Nunn-Lugar Program, has successfully eliminated all its chemical weapons by becoming the first country in the world free of material and chemical weapons. Availing myself of this opportunity, I would like to thank the governments of the United States, Germany, Italy, Greece and Switzerland which have given the precious technical and financial support necessary to fulfill this very important objective.

A special attention has been paid to the future operational capabilities (strategic actions) according to the recommendations that stem from the Riga Summit.


I have to emphasize that the defense budget of 2% of the GDP in 2008 was passed lately, – two years before the projected deadline – while the transformation of the Army into an entirely professional one will take place by the year 2010 instead of 2013 as it was previously planned.

Keeping in mind the participation of the distinguished parliamentarians in our delegation, I would like to mention the significance taken upon by the parliamentary control over the progress of our country’s NATO accession process. The Albanian Parliament is playing an increasingly fundamental role in monitoring the implementation of the indispensable reforms and programs to meet the Euro-Atlantic standards. Part of this parliamentary commitment is also the founding of the temporary bipartisan commission to promote the respective legislative reforms needed for NATO accession.

The Collaboration with the North Atlantic Alliance

Our country during the last fifteen years has enjoyed a close, uninterrupted and loyal collaboration with the North Atlantic Alliance by making available its ports, airports and territory for training scopes and other important missions. We have often acted during this cooperating process as de facto members of the Alliance. After our accession de jure in it, we will continue in this spirit as well.

The transparency and constructiveness have been fundamental features of this Albania-NATO collaboration, features which were further enrich and improved after the Washington Summit with the founding of the MAP process. Albania considers the MAP process as the main mechanism for the assessment of candidacies, based on the individual performance of each country. Availing myself of this opportunity, I would like to thank your countries for the very encouraging messages and the support to the aspiration of Albania for NATO accession in the meeting that opened the 9th cycle of MAP to my country on September 28th, 2007. I am convinced that the Western vision of action and reforms, which has been already embraced by the entire Albanian politics and society and the reconstruction and modernization of the Armed Forces as well, will increasingly make us part of the fundamental values on which the Euro-Atlantic structures are based.


The widespread popular support enjoyed by our country’s accession in NATO is another incentive for the domestic politics to be totally committed in order to make the expectation of the people a reality in the Bucharest Summit.

The War Against Terrorism and Peacekeeping Operations

Please allow me to stress once again that the shocking events of September 11 did not globalize the phenomenon of terrorism: they globalize the war against it. Those events, generated among other things, not only the people to people solidarity, but also the widest coalition of organizations and countries on both coasts of the Atlantic, regardless of the size and the specific reaction strength of each and every one. In this framework, I would like to point out the contribution of Albania on two levels: on the common level and on the individual one. Albania, together with Macedonia and Croatia has deployed to Afghanistan the Joint Medical Team.


My country is one of the active participants to the Iraqi Freedom Operation by deploying a contingent of one hundred and twenty commando troops, and to the ISAF Operation led by NATO with a contingent of one hundred and thirty-five soldiers.


Albania is giving another contribution of seventy soldiers to the ALTHEA Operation led by the European Union.


The drafting of the respective legislation, the assets’ freezing of those suspected of being connected to terrorist organizations and the extradition of suspects tied to them can be counted among the concrete measures undertaken domestically in order to contribute to this war.

The Regional Foreign Affairs Policy of Albania

The Foreign Affairs policy of Albania can be justly considered as one of its achievements during the transformation years, especially in the framework of regional collaboration. Serving to the obligations that my country faces in its integration process in the European Union and NATO harmonized with the national interests, Albania has given the example of a policy to the benefit of strengthening long-term peace, stability and security in the region by encouraging a climate of reciprocal trust through the enhancement and deepening of diplomatic, economic, political and cultural relations with all the countries of the region.

I am pleased to mention that for years now, the foreign policy of Albania has been positively praised by the international organizations and institutions. Albania is very sensitive about this assessment and has reinforced the Western philosophy (way of thinking) for cooperation, stability and prosperity. It views this philosophy (way of thinking) as an even greater incentive of its speedy Euro-Atlantic accession.


In the framework of NATO activities and other regional initiatives and organizations, Albania has developed a close cooperation with its neighbors on many issues of common interest such as the fight of illicit human beings and drugs trafficking, the integrated managing and borders’ safety, enabling the measures of reciprocal trust, trade and economic exchanges.


The Adriatic 3 Charter co-shared with Croatia and Macedonia, is a meaningful part of a completely different mentality which already exists in the Balkans.


The fruitful cooperation established by us has visibly influenced the improvement of the reciprocal trust among our three countries. The sharing of the same values and aims have  provided this cooperation process with the importance of an historical moment needed for the stability of the  region at the time when significant transformation lay ahead of it.

Albania has been transformed already from a country that consumed security into one that produces regional and global security. It presents the example of a country that has no outstanding issues or problems with no other country which need to be solved directly or by an arbitrage or by third party, which will threaten its security, peace or integrating process or those of the region.


Believing that you too consider the issue of Kosova as important on both the regional and European level and even beyond that, please allow me to dwell upon this issue and express my viewpoint.

I think that Kosova is an issue which must find as soon as possible a sustainable and long-term solution by guaranteeing this way not only the territorial integrity of Kosova, but the functional integrity of its institutions on all the levels as well. It cannot remain hostage neither of an undetermined status, nor of the eternal status quo and nor an unfinished chapter of a necessary democratic process started by NATO and European Union since 1999. Kosova cannot become the European example of failure of the implementation processes and spread of security and the precedent of the lack of a unified position of the European Union foreign policy as well.


On the contrary, I judge that Kosova can become the best example of the implementation of security and democracy, of market economy and Rule of Law under the joint action of all the international factors: of the United Nations Organization, European Union, Group of Contact and Troika, which have invested in this process time, energy and human resources.

Allow me to share with you, together with the hope, the concern as well that the unwanted and inexcusable complications in the process of determining the status would have an negative impact accompanied by a high political and economical cost for Kosova, Balkans and further beyond, and they would mine all the achievements marked by the United Nations and the Provisional Government Institutions in Kosova.


I feel very motivated to emphasize here and to hail all the political responsibility and maturity of the authorities of Kosova from the start of the process and at the same time, to express the sorrow for the rebuttal, prejudging and denying actions of Belgrade on all the links or actions that have been undertaken in a sincere way by those who have been mandated by the international partners.

I am inclined to asses optimistically that every moment of the one hundred and  twenty days period would be valuable to the conclusion of an  agreement between the negotiating sides, but at the same time,  my optimism becomes even more pragmatic when I notice that through the passing of the time, it is being widespread the conviction that the Plan of President Ahtisaari remains the most European, most integrating and most complete program for the moment in  order to build a state where democracy and human  rights and  those of minorities are considered social values guaranteed by the law.

I am certain that the implementation as soon as possible of this Plan would be the greatest historical step not only for Kosova and Serbia, but for the whole Balkans region as well. I hope that all the Balkans people view their children’s future in NATO and European Union and not being held hostage by the violent, historical, ethnic, religious, nationalistic conflicts and of the pains caused by those conflicts. This requires to know and to be able to forgive. It seems to me that the Albanians of Kosova have already done that.

I think that the integration Albania in NATO and  European Union, the same  as the integration of the region, in  perspective will be consider as an  important success achieved in the European continent with the avoidance of wars and democratic transformation of the former dictatorial societies of the Cold War.  The safety of the societies will be consolidated. The citizens, after the fall of Communism and development of democracy and market economy will feel safer and more prepared to face the other regional and global challenges and dangers that threaten their security.

The enlargement of NATO in the Balkans would create, on the geo-strategic level, a NATO of Adriatic-Ionian character and will make possible the full closure of the important gulf that is washed by these seas and the unobstructed connection with the Mediterranean Seas by enhancing and strengthening the perimeter of the stability area in this significant and rich region as well and by giving an important Mediterranean dimension to global security.


A Balkan in NATO would mean for these countries to become more attractive to direct investments; more successful in using their human, natural and tourist resources and more capable to build European and safer values for their citizens.


Perhaps, in my address I was not able to satisfy your full interest about the developments and role of my country in the region, and that is why I am open to the issue you would like to put forth.


Thank you!

3
1

