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Workshop or Talking Shop?
Globalization, Security and the Legitimacy of the G8

International Conference, Egmont Palace, Brussels, 24-25 May 2007

Every year when the leaders of the eight major industrial countries meet, the G8 summit is in the spotlights of the international media. For a few days, the world’s attention is focused on this informal but high-level meeting, where the major global challenges are addressed. 
Or are they? The highly publicized annual summit contrasts sharply with the limited visibility of the follow-up given to the summit declarations and of the G8 overall. Is the G8 the workshop where the tools to manage globalization are crafted – or is it a talking shop, where the issues are debated but not determined? 
Focusing on some of the crucial challenges of today as well as assessing the contested legitimacy of the G8 as an institution, this is the question which this international conference aims to address. It will bring together international academics and policy-makers from members and non-members of the G8, and from other international organizations.
· Panel 1 will examine the position of the G8 in the global institutional architecture. At a time when Germany chairs both the G8 and the European Union, it is interesting to assess the links between the G8 and other groupings and organizations, notably the EU and the UN. This relates to the fundamental issue of the contested legitimacy of the G8 and the question of, on the one hand, the criteria for a potential enlargement – the G8 as a community of values or a community of the ‘big’ – and, on the other hand, the role of smaller countries. 
· Panel 2 will tackle the energy and climate issue. If energy was high on the agenda of the G8 in 2006, recent events demonstrate that a concerted approach to the energy market and the vital ecological challenges remains difficult to achieve in practice. Can the G8 contribute to reconciling the interests of the various actors? 
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· Panel 3 will zoom in on Africa. Recent years have seen numerous grand initiatives for security and development in Africa, from national governments as well as international organizations. Africa is one of the priorities of the German chairmanship. How effective have these initiatives been on the ground? 
· Panel 4 will focus on security in the broader region of the Middle East. Israel/Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan – all of the issues are inextricably related. The outcome of the ongoing conflicts will affect the world at large, but as yet the actors involved remain sharply divided over the approach to be followed. What is the role of the G8 in forging consensus on a long-term strategy?
This conference is the third in a series of annual joint conferences on global issues co-organized by Egmont – The Royal Institute for International Relations (Brussels) and the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs (Carleton University, Ottawa). The 2007 edition is organized with the support of the G8 Research Group at the University of Toronto and the Brussels office of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation. 
Programme – Day 1
13.30–14.00 
Registration 
14.00–14.30 
Welcome and Introduction 

· Prof. Dr. Sven Biscop, Egmont
· Prof. Dr. Fen Hampson, NPSIA
14.30–16.00 
Panel 1: The G8 in the Architecture of Global Governance – Which Legitimacy?  
Chair: Ambassador Laurette Glasgow, Embassy of Canada in Belgium
· Prof. Dr. Andrew Cooper, Center for International Governance Innovation 
· Fortunato Biato, Office of the President, Brazil (invited) 
· Dr. Dries Lesage, Ghent University
16.00–16.30 
Coffee 

16.30–18.00 
Panel 2: Energy Security and Climate Change  

Chair: Prof. Dr. Fen Hampson, NPSIA
· Prof. Dr. John Kirton, G8 Research Group
· Dr. Kirsten Westphal, Justus-Liebig-Universität Gießen
· Sami Andoura, Egmont
Programme – Day 2
09.00–10.30 
Panel 3: NEPAD and Africa


Chair: Dr. Ernst Stetter, Friedrich Ebert Foundation
· Dr. Zeini Moulaye, former Minister, Mali 
· Robert Fauver, former Trade Undersecretary, USA
· Prof. Dr. Koen Vlassenroot, Egmont
10.30–11.00 
Coffee 

11.00–12.30 
Panel 4: Security in the Broader Middle East


Chair: Claude Misson, Director-General, Egmont  
· Dr. Claire Spencer, Chatham House
· Prof. Dr. Fen Hampson, NPSIA
· Prof. Dr. Sven Biscop, Egmont
12.30–13.30 
Concluding Keynote 
Louise Fréchette, former UN Deputy Secretary-General
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