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In January 2002 the Institute for Security Studies (ISS) beca-
me an autonomous Paris-based agency of the European
Union. Following an EU Council Joint Action of 20 July
2001, it is now an integral part of the new structures
that will support the further development of the
CFSP/ESDP. The Institute’s core mission is to provide
analyses and recommendations that can be of use and
relevance to the formulation of the European security
and defence policy. In carrying out that mission, it also
acts as an interface between European experts and 
decision-makers at all levels.

Chaillot Papers are monographs on topical questions
written either by a member of the ISS research team or
by outside authors chosen and commissioned by the
Institute. Early drafts are normally discussed at a semi-
nar or study group of experts convened by the Institute
and publication indicates that the paper is considered
by the ISS as a useful and authoritative contribution to
the debate on CFSP/ESDP. Responsibility for the views
expressed in them lies exclusively with authors. Chaillot
Papers are also accessible via the Institute’s Website:
www.iss-eu.org
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This Chaillot Paper offers some ideas on how the European
Union and its member states can contribute to the reform of
the United Nations, a theme that will be high on the agenda
during the celebration of the UN’s 60th anniversary in autumn
2005. Five experts write on the following subjects: security and
development (Sven Biscop), human rights and protection of
the environment (Francesco Francioni), peacekeeping (Thierry
Tardy), UN Security Council reform (Jeffrey Laurenti) and
regional organisations and collective security (Kennedy
Graham with Tânia Felício). A conclusion draws some lessons
from the various chapters and suggests that the EU should be
more involved in the UN reform process.

Relations between the EU and the United Nations present a
mixed balance sheet. On the one hand, the EU and its member
states share a common language and common objectives with
the United Nations. The EU is actively cooperating with the
UN on a whole range of issues: development, human rights,
protection of the environment and peacekeeping, amongst
others. On the other hand, however, the EU and its member
states have failed to seize the symbolic opportunity of the 60th
anniversary to define a common vision for the future of the
organisation. More specifically, instead of negotiating a com-
mon position on UN Security Council enlargement – one of
the key issues – the Europeans have shown profound divisions.

Foreword by Jean-Marie Guéhenno, United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations.
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