
� economic growth - 1961

� education – 1959/61

� smallpox - 1966

� world summits – 1990s

� MDGs - 2000

Global target setting: new?

“Targets are easily set but seldom met”
– true or false?



MDGs: different views

� 8 goals; 18 targets; 48 indicators.

� Power of quantification.

� Step forward, sideways or 
backwards ?

� JFK analogy.

� Human rights expressed in time-
bound & quantitative targets.



103

91

132

166

223

837870
59

48

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

Global targets = keep the pace

U5MR

NER

2015

100 

34



Gender equality

Maternal health

Child malnutrition

Child mortality

Primary education

Achieved To be achieved

1990 2002-03 2015

Global progress at mid-point
50%



1 2 3 4

Ghana

Dom. Rep.

Philippines

Colombia

Indonesia

Zimbabwe

Late 1980s Late 1990s

Progress was not pro-poor
(U5MR – poor vs. rich)



☺ progress continued,

� but slowed down,

� by-passed the poor.

Story of ‘roaring’ 1990s



“Will the legacy of 
this generation be 

more than a series of 
broken promises ?”

Nelson Mandela
2001


