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To strengthen the AU2s capacity for the 
prevention, management and resolution 

of conflicts, a Peace and Security 
Council was created.  Came into force 

in December 2003. The PSC is a 
:collective security and early-warning 
arrangement to facilitate timely and 

efficient response to conflict and crisis 
situations in Africa.;
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Art 4(h) The AU now has the right to “intervene in a 
Member State pursuant to a decision of the Assembly 

in respect of grave circumstances, namely war 
crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity”, as 
well as in instances of “threats to legitimate order”
Art 4(j) Member state has the right to request 

intervention from the AU
Assembly requires 2/3 majority

Not yet ‘responsibility’ to intevene, but great progress
Much more activism by AU and Peace and Security 

Council (PSC)
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� PSC Protocol entered into effect in 
December 2003

� 3 Years: Gabon, Ethiopia, Algeria, 
South Africa and Nigeria 

� 2 Years: Cameroon, Congo, 
Kenya, the Sudan, Libya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Ghana, Senegal and 
Togo
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To facilitate early responses to 
contain and manage crisis 

situations so that the PSC can 
manage and, where possible, 

prevent violent conflicts (Article 7).
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6 engage in  1data collection and analysis2
using 1an appropriate early warning indicators 

module2based on 1clearly defined and 
accepted political, economic, social, military 

and humanitarian indicators2, 1promote 
harmonization, co-ordination and co-

operation between Regional Mechanisms and 
the Union2, and 1submit, through its 

Chairperson, regular reports to the Assembly 
on its activities and the state of peace and 

security in Africa2.
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Chairperson, regular reports to the Assembly 
on its activities and the state of peace and 

security in Africa2.
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The CEWS is tasked with providing the 
Chairperson of the Commission with 

information in a timely manner so that he/she 
can advise the Council on 1potential conflicts 

and threats to peace and security2and 
1recommend best courses of action; .  1The 
Chairperson of the Commission shall also 

use this information for the execution of the 
responsibilities and functions entrusted to 

him/her under the present Protocol2
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QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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� A rapid deployment/early entry capability that can 
rapidly react to prevent killings/genocide, while the 
mandate is prepared and approved for the follow on 
peace keeping forces that make up the bulk of the 
standby brigades

� A standby arrangement which responsible for 
participation in peace support operations in the 
following categories:
� Preventative diplomacy/peace making
� Humanitarian intervention
� Peacekeeping
� Peace Enforcement
� Peace Building
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Units on Standby
in Member States

West Africa
ECOWAS

Standby Bde HQ
PLANELM

Units on Standby
in Member States

East Africa
IGAD

Units on Standby
in Member States

Southern Africa
SADC

Units on Standby
in Member States

North Africa
AMU

Units on Standby
in Member States

Central Africa
ECCAS/
CEEAB

Chairperson of the
Commission

Commissioner for P&S
PLANELM & Msn Staffs

Peace and Security
Council

Assembly
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