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Compared to the periods of imperial rule that precede
it, the Song dynasty government (960-1279) was more
autocratic than any Chinese government had been.
Under a growing Mongolian threat to the north, civil
rule was complemented with an extremely centrally
controlled army. The autocracy, centralization and
anti-mercantile policies of the Chinese Confucian elite
could not prevent private enterprises from blooming,
however. Song rule was finally overthrown by the
Mongols in 1279 and mercantilism trumped Confucian
ideology for the centuries to come. After the fall of
the final imperial dynasty in 1912, struggles between
ideological orthodoxy and economic reality remained
ever-present. The rise of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) and the founding of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) in 1949 did not change this either.

The 20% National CCP Congress of October 2022
suggested that ideology had prevailed over economy —a
development that can be traced back to the 18" National
Party Congress of 2012 when Hu Jintao (Youth League)
was replaced by Xi Jinping (Princelings) as General
Secretary of the CCP. The abrupt change in the PRC’s Covid
policy in early December 2022 after considerable civil
unrest can, however, at once be interpreted as a setback
for the ideological line of Xi Jinping, and a prominent
return of economic realism within Chinese leadership.
The architect —be it in a rough manner under his wavering
leadership in Shanghai — of this sudden change in policy
allegedly was Li Qiang, the No. 2 of the CCP Standing
Committee and the incoming Premier of the PRC.! This
reveals some of the personal intricacies within China’s top
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leadership. It also adds gravity to the question in how far
the country’s new executive power that was installed at
the 14" National People’s Congress (NPC) that met from
5 to 13 March 2023 reflects a China that is oscillating
between ideological fervour and economic realism.

THE CHINESE SECURITY STATE

In the opening speech President Xi Jinping delivered at the
20t CCP Congress of October 2022, the term “security”
(anquan)? was used 89 times (an increase from the 55
mentions in his opening speech at the 19" Party Congress
in 2017). Also, in the ‘Government Work Report’ China’s
incumbent Premier Li Keqgiang delivered during the so-
called ‘Two Sessions’ (lianghui)® on 6 March 2023, the
term “stability” (wen) was overwhelmingly present.*
Concomitantly, the term “reform” (gaige)® appeared only
some 40 odd times in the 16,616 characters long report.
This is considerably less than in the abovementioned
speech at the 2022 National CCP Congress, and dwarfed
by the more than 100 mentions in similar speeches
of 2018 and 2019.° The “stability” that was frequently
invoked at the NPC appears to be synonymous with the
consolidation and enhancement of the central power of
the CCP in all sectors of society. This preoccupation with
intra-Party stability was already evident from the line-up
of the new CCCCP Standing Committee. All six members
(Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang,
and Li Xi) have either engaged with ideological work, only
possess local administrative experience, and/or have
apparently made it to the Standing Committee because
of their direct allegiance to Xi. As specialists like Li Kegiang
and Liu He retired, politicians with significant economic
experience vanished from the Standing Committee.”
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Illustrative of this enhanced focus on ideology were the
newly implemented structural reforms announced in the

“Party and State Institutional Reform Program” (dang he
guojia jigou gaige fang’an)® that take further power away
from the state in favour of the CCP, a trend confirmed by
the positioning of a CCP director in midsized companies
and increased party control over media and propaganda.
CCP control over the science sector — a prime field of
Sino-US competition — has also increased significantly.®
Such changes can be interpreted against the background
that staunch advocates of centralization of (Party) power
have been retained in the CCP Standing Committee, such
as Zhao Leji, new President of the NPC, who was head of
the Nomenklature (Central Organization Department),
and Wang Huning, who now heads the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference and is a rare exception of
someone who, largely due to his skills as political theorist,
survived in the higher echelons of Party and state despite
two transitions of power (2002/3 and 2012/3).

The double-sided message that Xi Jinping gave business
delegates on March 6 also confirmed the supremacy
of the CCP over the Chinese state when Xi showed
concern for the many challenges that Chinese private
enterprise had faced over the previous “not ordinary”
(bu xunchang)™ years. Xi — just like Li Kegiang a day
earlier — called for stability, albeit, in a more Leninist vein,
simultaneously emphasizing that “it is necessary to guide
private enterprises and private entrepreneurs to correctly
understand the principles and policies of the Party Central
Committee.”*! Said changes in favour of strong Party-
control were legitimized by one of the mantras at the
NPC during March 2023: the need “to be self-reliant” (zi
li zi giang).*? This term also returned prominently in Li
Kegiang’s Government Work Report, where “focussing
on expanding domestic demand” (zhuoli kuoda guonei
xuqiu),*® a prerequisite in achieving self-reliance, was
listed as the key work point for 2023.%4

The “not ordinary” mentioned by Xi does not only refer
to the considerable economic and societal challenges
brought by Covid-19, but also to the worsened relations
with the West. Importantly, while Xi accused the entire
West for its “checking, containment, and suppression”
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(ezhi, weidu, daya)® of the PRC, only the US was actually
singled out as leading culprit.’® It is probably against
this background, and more specifically with regard to
US involvement in ever-contentious cross-Strait issues
involving Taiwan, that we have to interpret Xi’s elevation
— or superseding — of second paramount leader Deng
Xiaoping’s 24-character formula (ershisi zi jue)'’ that
called to “observe calmly; secure our position; cope
with affairs; calmly hide our capacities and bide our time;
be good at maintaining a low profile; and, never claim
leadership.”*® Xi’s formula became: “Be calm; maintain
[strategic] determination, seek progress and stability; be
proactive and achieve things; unite [under the banner
of the Party]; and dare to fight.”*° Xi’s twofold message
was clear: His grip on intra-Party power remains ever-
solid and the PRC is ready for a high profile role on the
international stage.

Qin Gang alluded to this more assertive “dare to fight” by
connecting it to the tense Sino-US relations in what he,
on March 6, called “dancing with wolves.”?° Readiness to
continue the Sino-US struggles was also evidenced by Xi
in his selection of Li Shangfu to the position of Minister
of Defence during the 14t NPC. Li holds the questionable
honour of being the first-ever PRC Minister of Defence
who is black-listed by the US — this over his role in the
purchase of sanctioned Russian military equipment in
2017.2* While the blacklisting does not include a ban to
US territory, his assignment is a clear signal that the PRC
is ready to “dance”. In the words of Qin Gang: “If the U.S.
does not step on the brakes and continues to go down
the wrong road, no amount of guardrails will be able to
stop derailment and rollover, and it will inevitably fall into
conflict and confrontation.”*

IDEOLOGY, BUT NOT AT ALL COSTS

That, under the abovementioned moves toward further
centralization and increased CCP supremacy over the
Chinese state, the rumoured merging of two (Party and
state) important security institutions did not happen,
may be called remarkable. This could show that although
ideology may rule the day on the surface, some level of
economic realism (again) prevails in practice. This is also
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evidenced by the return of some financial expertise to
the PRC’s leadership. Li Qiang is a staunch ally of Xi, and
first-ranked Vice-Premier Ding Xuexiang, Xi’s former chief-
of-staff with little economic expertise, also has more of

|II

an “ideological” profile. But newly appointed second Vice-
Premier He Lifeng (economist and Special Economic Zone-
specialist) as well as third Vice-Premier Zhang Guoqing
(corporate career) do hold considerable sway in the
economic and financial fields.? Li Qiang’s background
(studied International Economics at the Central Party
School in Beijing; obtained a MBA from Hong Kong
Polytechnic University) and his words on March 13 can also
be viewed as encouraging in this regard, as Li’s first press
conference was dedicated to soothing the beleaguered
private sector and foreign capital — even admitting that
there had been some “incorrect discussions” in Chinese
society on the CCP’s policy toward the private sector
during 2022.%* A final, albeit more indirect and symbolic,
concession toward “economy” is the selection of Han
Zheng, formerly seen as part of the coastal development
focused “Shanghai Clique” that was headed by the late
Jiang Zemin, as Vice-President of the PRC. While the
post of Vice-President is essentially ceremonial, it shows
that some lenience toward competing factions and their
economy-first policies is retained — also note the contrast
with the treatment of Xi’s predecessor Hu Jintao during
the CCP congress of October last year.

It should be remembered in this regard that Xi Jinping
lacks the ‘natural’ revolutionary credentials — i.e., in
founding the PRC —that the country’s first two paramount
leaders, Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping, enjoyed. Xi
thus requires both ideological (the focus of Mao) and
economic (the focus of Deng) means to maintain his
grip on power. Harking back to the beginnings of the
Xi era, the maintenance of CCP supremacy over the
Chinese state is seen as the prerequisite to, after having
celebrated the ‘1t One Hundred’ (i.e., the 100" birthday
of the CCP), also prepare for the celebration of the ‘2™
One Hundred’ (i.e., the 100" birthday of the PRC in 2049).
This was evidenced by the statement included in the
document “Resolution of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China on the Major Achievements
and Historical Experience of the Party’s Century-long
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Struggle,” published on 16 November 2021: “Since the
18t Party Congress, socialism with Chinese characteristics
has entered a new era. The main task facing the party
is to realize the first centenary goal, start a new journey
to realize the second centenary goal, and continue to
move forward toward the grand goal of realizing the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.”?

From a terminological point of view, the semantic choice
for ‘Zhonghua minzu’ (“Chinese nation”)?* expresses a
highly ‘nationalist’ interpretation as it not only concerns
the fate of Mainland China, but also encompasses Taiwan.
It might nonetheless be undue to say that the frequent
usage of the term suggests that (re)gaining Taiwan is a
goal that must be achieved at any cost for XiJinping. When
new foreign minister Qin Gang held the constitution of the
PRC in his hand during said maiden press conference of
March 6, he implied that Taiwan is already de jure part of
the PRC. In this vein, it comes to little surprise that neither
his or Li Kegiang’s words a day earlier held any notions
of seeking direct military confrontation with Taiwan. This
stands in contrast to, for example, Xi’s speech on January
2, 2019, commemorating the 40" anniversary of Deng
Xiaoping’s “Message to Compatriots in Taiwan,” where
he prominently stressed that the PRC always retains the
option to use force against “Taiwanese separatists.”?” A
somewhat more benign cross-Strait line was reconfirmed
by Xi himself during the closing speech at the 14 NPC
in March 2023 in which he referred to adhering to the
1992 cross-strait consensus’ in overcoming cross-Strait
differences, thus hinting at the primacy of finding a political
solution for Taiwan.?® The government’s messaging — for
now — remains one of maintaining the status quo under
the de jure principle that Taiwan is already an inseparable
part of the Chinese nation.

TILTING TOWARDS THE REALISM OF A HIGH-TECH
ECONOMY

That Party and country continue to oscillate between
ideological fervour and economic realism was, in the run-
up to the 14™ NPC, also illustrated by nhumbers on the
tone of policy and media rhetoric for the period March
2022 to January 2023. While ideology was dominant in




EGMONT POLICY BRIEF 300 | CHINA'S 14TH NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS: NO ORDINARY CUPS OF TEA

Party and media discourse during the lockdown, rhetoric
on economic realities clearly increased since October
2022, peaking in January 2023.%

This implicit acknowledgment of economic realities may
also be traced in the speech Xi Jinping delivered on 7
February 2023 at the opening ceremony of the “Seminar
on Studying and Implementing the Spirit of the 20t
National Congress of the Communist Party of China,” a
speech that can be viewed as bridge between the 20t
National Party Congress and the March 2023 meeting of
the National People’s Congress.*® While on the one hand
repeatedly referring to the ideological successes since his
rise to power at the 18" Party Congress in “rejuvenating
the Chinese nation,” the speech also stated that, “In
the new period of reform and opening up and socialist
construction, our party has made a historic decision to
shift the center of the party and the country’s work to
economic construction;”3! as well as that “promoting
Chinese-style modernization is a systematic project that
[...] requires [...] important relations such as opening up
to the outside world.”3?

The abovementioned mantras of “Chinese-style
modernization” and “self-reliance” are most frequently
connected to “technological self-reliance” (keji zili
(zigiang)).>®* Despite the above rhetoric calling for
“opening up,” the PRC has recently been increasingly cut-
off from the world’s main microchip and semiconductor
suppliers (The US, Taiwan, Japan, and The Netherlands).
Also striking is the observation that only Li Qiang, the new
Prime Minister — remember Li’s economic credentials
in this regard — is mentioned to have taken the floor in
approval of Xi Jinping’s 7 February 2023 speech while all
members of the new Standing Committee were present at
the occasion. This might be interpreted as that the three
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“ideological” newcomers to the CCP Standing Committee
(Ding Xuexiang, Cai Qi, and Li Xi) who are also ranked
lower than Li Qiang, Zhao Leji and Wang Huning are, will
only have a secondary role in the new legislature. The
latter observation seems sustained by the appointment
of the new Vice-Premiers, and by the composition of the
20" Politburo. A majority of members of the Politburo

have a technological background, which is also relevant
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with regard to the civil-military fusion strategy of the
country —a frontier now clearly expanded to outer space
through the inclusion of several specialists in this area. On
average, the members of the new Central Committee are
also highly educated, with 114 members having enjoyed
science-based educations and 121 having pursued
business-related studies.?*

With the infamous middle income trap still looming over
the PRC, upscaling the economy is more than a necessity
to accumulate enough financial resources to sustain a
growing elderly population and avoid popular upsurges
of the type that occurred in February 2023.3> China’s
demographic dividend will truly come to a close around
the end of this decade when those born during the post-
Great Leap Forward baby boom will have retired. Indeed,
achieving Xi’s desired state of “common prosperity”
(gongtong fuyu)® will not come easy.

TIME FOR MODERATING

Oscillating between the two cups of ideological fervour
and economic realism, the current Chinese leadership not
only has to moderate between the different homeland
interests and party factions, but also needs to prove
itself as a responsible stake holder on the world scene.
Its role in brokering a restoration of relations between
Saudi-Arabia and Iran is a recent success in this regard.
The country’s by now (in)famous ‘twelve principles’
packaged in the “On China’s position for a political
solution to the Ukraine crisis” is also worth noting in
this respect.>” The 11" of these principles appeals for
a continuation of the existing global economic system,
a system, as acknowledged by the Chinese leadership,
of which China has profited immensely.?® Although the
2" point of the document refers to “legitimate security
concerns”®® of involved parties, a remark that can be
interpreted as aligning with Russia, the same 2" point
also warns against the introduction of a new Cold War.*°
The first point refers more prominently to the tribulations
of Ukraine, meanwhile, as it states that “The sovereignty,
independence and territorial integrity of all countries
should be effectively guaranteed.”*! The PRC’s approach
to the Ukraine war can be expected to remain two-fold,
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but ultimately aligning with its own foreign interests, as
Qin Gang’s comments on March 6 also seem to suggest.*
In this light, it comes as little surprise that, while Xi visited
Moscow from 20 to 22 March 2023, high-level talks with
Kiev were simultaneously pursued.®

It should be remembered that China is, be it for pragmatic
geopolitical reasons such as detaching Brussels from
Washington, in favour of European integration and its
agelong quest for strategic autonomy. This was reiterated
by Qin Gang on March 6 with regard to the EU’s positioning
vis-a-vis Ukraine.* Although the new foreign minister’s
calls for a solution to contradictions in European security
governance — meaning: inclusion of Russia in a security
mechanism — might be improbable on the short term,
the Chinese desire to resolve (or at least, alleviate) the
situation in Ukraine while reconnecting with Brussels is
genuine.

Furthermore, while considerable media attention has
been given to the CCP’s stress on the implementation
of “Xi’s thoughts on a Strong Army” (Xi Jinping giang jun
sixiang)* and the 7.2% increase of the People’s Liberation
Army’s budget — not at all exuberant when compared to
increases during the preceding decade® — the fact that
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and diplomat corps
will be boosted by a 12.2% budget surge is much less
reported.*” While the PRC’s foreign policy is likely to take
a more assertive approach, as also evidenced by Xi’s new
24-character mantra mentioned above, toward the EU
the door to diplomacy and compromise should remain
open — without “dancing with wolves.” It is in this vein
that we have to understand the new slogan Xi Jinping
introduced on March 15, “Global Civilization Initiative,”*®
which is concerned with maintaining the interlinked state
of the globalized world.*

Starting with the Song dynasty’s centralization of
power and oscillation between ideological orthodoxy
and economy reality, historical examples in China have
proven that, in the end, economy trumps ideology. Also
today, it appears that, for China, ideology is ideology;
politics is politics; and business is business. Rather than
running the risk that the PRC fully aligns with Russia —
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while unlikely, narratives, it should be remembered,
still have the fearsome power to become self-fulfilling
prophecies —and in the knowledge that, referring to the
2019 document “EU — China. A strategic outlook,”*° China
appears to want to be an economic partner for the EU, it
is now up to the EU and its member states to, in a spirit of
‘principled pragmatism’ choose between the ideological
cup of rivalry, or the economic cup of partnership where
necessary and competition when pressed. The two cups
of ideology and economy are still on the table — at least for
the time being. A famous Chinese saying goes that “Tea
turns cold when people move away;”*! Brussels should
play a role in ensuring Xi’s economic cup is kept warm(er).
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“Li Kegiang zuo de zhengfu gongzuo baogao” (Z=52 5B ERIELAT T E3R%5; Government Work Report Delivered by Li Kegiang), ( Zhaideng
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accessed 19 March 2023).
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fazhan” (S3E°F | [EESISREZFEE AR SR E KE; Xi linping: Correctly guide the healthy development of the private economy and
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habitually add four more characters at the end: “make a difference” “you suo zuo wei” (“BFT1EN").

(“NERE, REBEN, B0k, IARIEN,; HLE—E, BT 315 See “Xuexi kuaiping. Zhiguan zhongyao de ‘ershisi zi jue’” (5 >R IF

| ZREZR "ZFTUF1R"; Learning Quick Review | The crucial ‘Twenty-Four Character formula’), published on http://www.news.cn/
politics/2023-03/07/c_1129418928.htm?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

“Qin Gang: “When jackals get in the way and evil wolves attack, Chinese diplomats must ‘dance with the wolves’ to defend their home
and country” (“H3REE  BIREKE - PENIRENN 'SIRHEE - (RXTE"), published on http://www.news.cn/
politics/20231h/2023-03/07/c_1129418241.htm (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

See “Shouwei bei Mei zhicai de jiefangjun shangjiang Li Shangfu shengren guofang buzhang Mei-Zhong jiaoliang weilai youxi kan” (& 11 #
EFIHMNRNE LNFEEAEEREBE EPREREKBXE; Li Shangfu, the first general of the People s Liberation Army promoted
to the Minister of Defense while Sanctioned by the US), published on https:
general-the-us-sanctioned-03122023/7001100.html (last accessed on 18 March 2023)
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https://www.dw.com/zh/%E6%9D%8E%E5%85%8B%E5%BC%B7%E6%9C%80%E5%BE%8C%E5%A0%B1%E5%91%8A-%E6%8F%90%E7%A9%A9%E5%AE%9A%E8%B6%85%E9%81%8E30%E6%AC%A1/a-64893163
https://www.dw.com/zh/%E6%9D%8E%E5%85%8B%E5%BC%B7%E6%9C%80%E5%BE%8C%E5%A0%B1%E5%91%8A-%E6%8F%90%E7%A9%A9%E5%AE%9A%E8%B6%85%E9%81%8E30%E6%AC%A1/a-64893163
http://www.news.cn/politics/2023-03/07/c_1129418928.htm?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
http://www.news.cn/politics/2023-03/07/c_1129418928.htm?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
http://www.news.cn/politics/2023lh/2023-03/07/c_1129418241.htm
http://www.news.cn/politics/2023lh/2023-03/07/c_1129418241.htm
https://www.voachinese.com/a/china-s-new-defense-minister-is-a-general-the-us-sanctioned-03122023/7001100.html
https://www.voachinese.com/a/china-s-new-defense-minister-is-a-general-the-us-sanctioned-03122023/7001100.html

23

24

25

26
27

28

29

30

31
32
33
34

35

36

37

38
39
40
41
42

EGMONT POLICY BRIEF 300 | CHINA’'S 14TH NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS: NO ORDINARY CUPS OF TEA

overturning), published on https://finance.sina.com.cn/jjxw/2023-03-07/doc-imyizhnw3493584.shtml (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

See “Lianghui jin tui fuzongli 4 ren cheng paiming di yi Ding Xuexiang Xi Jinping ginxin” (R =S R DIB4AARBERE— T B

##>)3E Y 2£15; The NPC and CPPCC now recommend 4 deputy prime ministers, claiming that Ding Xuexiang ranks first as Xi

Jinping’s confidant), published on https://www.rfi.fr/cn/%E4%B8%AD%ES%9B%BD/20230312-%E4%B8%AA%EA%BCHIA%EL%BB

%8A%E6%8E%AB%ES%89%AF%E6%80%BB%E7%90%864%E4%BA%BA-%E7%A7%BO%EE6%BE%92%ES5%90%8D%E7%ACKHACKEL%-

B8%80%EA%B8%81%ES%I6%IBRBETHASKASKEL%BI%A0%ER%BF%I1%ES5%BI%B3I%E4%BA%B2%EA%BF%A (last accessed on 18 March

2023).

AIEFAIXIE. See “Li Qiang: Zhongguo xin zongli lianghui jizhezhui ‘shou xiu’ meiyou jinju dan xiang mingi he waizi hanhua” (Z3& : R EH T

BERSICES "85 XAT9EmREMINEIGIE; Li Qiang: China’s new Prime Minister’s ‘first show’ at the press conference of the

two sessions: no golden sentences, but appeals to private enterprises and foreign capital), published on https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/

simp/chinese-news-64938304 (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

“SRT\LEK - PEREHSEXHAFRNA - THENFEFIZE - IUE— I BFENEin - FEZME_1TaFEE1H

IAERE - BIE NI D EREHEARE MW EF B IrREIEI#H” See “Zhonggong zhongyang guanyu dang de bai nian fendou zhongda

chengjiu he lishi jingyan de jueyi” (PHPRRT T BEFEN P RAMFFELIHAIN (EX)):;, published on http://www.gov.cn/

zhengce/2021-11/16/content_5651269.htm. (Last accessed on 13 March 2023).

R

Contrast Xi’s 2019 “We do not promise to renounce the use of force” (“F A 1A FE G FEFIE 1”) with Li’s “[We must] resolutely oppose
“independence” and promote reunification” ( "'BXE/R “JH" 41" ) without the usage of “wuli” (“E071”; “force”) in 2023. See, respectively,
“Xi Jinping zai ‘Gao Taiwan tongbao shu’ fabiao 40 zhounian jinianhui shang de jianghua” (SJ¥TFE (E8ZBEEH) ARIOBFELES

BY1E; Speech by Xi Jinping at the 40th Anniversary of the Publishing of the ‘Message to Compatriots in Taiwan’), published on https://www.

fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/zt_674979/dnzt_674981/qtzt/twwt/xjpzsjstzyjh/202206/t20220606_10698873.html and http://lianghui.people.

com.cn/2023/n1/2023/0306/c452482-32637378.html (both last accessed 18 March 2023).

“Shisi jie quanguo renda yici huiyi zai Jing bimu. Xi Jinping fabiao zhongyao jianghua” (TTUEZEAAR—RSWERNE SOFEAREE

#1E; Closing Session of the First Session of the 14th National People’s Congress in Beijing. Xi Jinping delivers an important speech), published

on http://cn.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202303/14/WS64100d97a3102ada8b2337cc.html (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

See exhibit 5 in https://www.gspublishing.com/content/research/en/reports/2023/01/08/0443f746-b7e8-4144-ae9a-d1f4d2fe9a49.html (last

accessed 22 March 2023).

“Xi Jinping zai xuexi guanche dang de ershi da jingshen yanjiuban kaibanshi shang fabiao zhongyao jianghua” (M FEZ IR =

T RIS A 0 _E A FREZEWHIE; Xi Jinping delivered an important speech at the opening ceremony of the seminar on

studying and implementing the spirit of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China), published on http://www.gov.cn/

xinwen/2023-02/07/content_5740520.htm (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

“WEARMASEXRZHNE - RNRELIEENER TR ORBR L5 R ok

“WHPELMRER— N RALERTZEL ISHNIMRE—RIERRZR”

R BII(BR).

See Kjeld Eric Brodsgaard and Kasper Ingeman Beck. “The 20th Congress of the CCP: Personnel Appointments and Policy Directions.” January

2023.

See “San du lianren Zhongguo guojia zhuxi Xi Jinping you he dasuan?” (= EEE T EE R F E A F B E? What are Xi Jinping’s plans

after re-election as Chinese President for the third time?), published on https://www.dw.com/zh/%E4%B8%89%ES5%BA%AE%EI%S0%A3%EA

%BB%BB%EA4%B8%AD%ES5%9C%8B%ES%IC%IBWESHAE%BOE%EA%BB%BBWHES%BE%AD-%E7%BF%92%E8%BF%91%E5%B9%B3%E6%IC%89

%EA%BD%95%EE%89%93%E7%AE%I7/a-64941105 (last accessed on 18 March 2023); “Elderly in China protest over slashed health benefits”,

published on https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-64658729 (last accessed on 10 March 2023); Bart Dessein and Jasper Roctus,
“Outspokenly Unspoken: The Chinese People’s “White Paper Revolution’”, Egmont Policy Brief 297, December 2022.

H[EZ . Note that the term has been used by both Mao Zedong — implying egalitarianism through collectivism — as well as Deng Xiaoping
—implying that a pursuit of greater riches of (first) a select few would eventually lead to egalitarianism. Xi’s usage seems, fittingly in scope

of this article, to oscillate between the former and latter with, overall, an implied focus on more equal distribution of income that would

increase social stability.

“Guanyu zhengzhi jiejue Wukelan weiji de Zhongguo lichang” (R T BUARE A B = =B AT E 1717), published on http://www.news.

cn/2023-02/24/c_1129392788.htm (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

Ibid. “All parties should earnestly maintain the existing world economic system” (“& 75 N )SL4E I B H R LA R").

Ibid “BEENESEZEHR".

Ibid. “Abandon Cold War mentality” (“{R 5% ik B4E”).

lbid. “BEF - M7 M + STEEE R Z SR LIREE - 7

“Sino-Russian relations are based on non-alignment, nonconfrontation, and non-targeting of any third party. They neither pose a threat to

any country in the world nor are they subject to interference or provocation by any third party.” (“BPHERZEIEARER - L~ &

WE=FEMLE  BEANER EUERERED - tASEME =T - 7) See “Zhongguo lianghui: xinren waizhang Qin

Gang giangying huiying Zhong Mei gigiu shijian, cheng Zhong-E guanxi shi dianfan” (FEIR % : FEINKENRIELQIN P ESIKEH - IR
R 2 ZHE3E; China’s Two Sessions: New Foreign Minister Qin Gang Strongly Responds to the Sino-US Balloon Incident, Says Sino-Russian
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https://finance.sina.com.cn/jjxw/2023-03-07/doc-imyizhnw3493584.shtml
https://www.rfi.fr/cn/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD/20230312-%E4%B8%A4%E4%BC%9A%E4%BB%8A%E6%8E%A8%E5%89%AF%E6%80%BB%E7%90%864%E4%BA%BA-%E7%A7%B0%E6%8E%92%E5%90%8D%E7%AC%AC%E4%B8%80%E4%B8%81%E8%96%9B%E7%A5%A5%E4%B9%A0%E8%BF%91%E5%B9%B3%E4%BA%B2%E4%BF%A1
https://www.rfi.fr/cn/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD/20230312-%E4%B8%A4%E4%BC%9A%E4%BB%8A%E6%8E%A8%E5%89%AF%E6%80%BB%E7%90%864%E4%BA%BA-%E7%A7%B0%E6%8E%92%E5%90%8D%E7%AC%AC%E4%B8%80%E4%B8%81%E8%96%9B%E7%A5%A5%E4%B9%A0%E8%BF%91%E5%B9%B3%E4%BA%B2%E4%BF%A1
https://www.rfi.fr/cn/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD/20230312-%E4%B8%A4%E4%BC%9A%E4%BB%8A%E6%8E%A8%E5%89%AF%E6%80%BB%E7%90%864%E4%BA%BA-%E7%A7%B0%E6%8E%92%E5%90%8D%E7%AC%AC%E4%B8%80%E4%B8%81%E8%96%9B%E7%A5%A5%E4%B9%A0%E8%BF%91%E5%B9%B3%E4%BA%B2%E4%BF%A1
https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-64938304
https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-64938304
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-11/16/content_5651269.htm
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-11/16/content_5651269.htm
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/zt_674979/dnzt_674981/qtzt/twwt/xjpzsjstzyjh/202206/t20220606_10698873.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/zt_674979/dnzt_674981/qtzt/twwt/xjpzsjstzyjh/202206/t20220606_10698873.html
http://lianghui.people.com.cn/2023/n1/2023/0306/c452482-32637378.html
http://lianghui.people.com.cn/2023/n1/2023/0306/c452482-32637378.html
http://cn.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202303/14/WS64100d97a3102ada8b2337cc.html
https://www.gspublishing.com/content/research/en/reports/2023/01/08/0443f746-b7e8-4144-ae9a-d1f4d2fe9a49.html
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2023-02/07/content_5740520.htm
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2023-02/07/content_5740520.htm
https://www.dw.com/zh/%E4%B8%89%E5%BA%A6%E9%80%A3%E4%BB%BB%E4%B8%AD%E5%9C%8B%E5%9C%8B%E5%AE%B6%E4%B8%BB%E5%B8%AD-%E7%BF%92%E8%BF%91%E5%B9%B3%E6%9C%89%E4%BD%95%E6%89%93%E7%AE%97/a-64941105
https://www.dw.com/zh/%E4%B8%89%E5%BA%A6%E9%80%A3%E4%BB%BB%E4%B8%AD%E5%9C%8B%E5%9C%8B%E5%AE%B6%E4%B8%BB%E5%B8%AD-%E7%BF%92%E8%BF%91%E5%B9%B3%E6%9C%89%E4%BD%95%E6%89%93%E7%AE%97/a-64941105
https://www.dw.com/zh/%E4%B8%89%E5%BA%A6%E9%80%A3%E4%BB%BB%E4%B8%AD%E5%9C%8B%E5%9C%8B%E5%AE%B6%E4%B8%BB%E5%B8%AD-%E7%BF%92%E8%BF%91%E5%B9%B3%E6%9C%89%E4%BD%95%E6%89%93%E7%AE%97/a-64941105
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-64658729
http://www.news.cn/2023-02/24/c_1129392788.htm
http://www.news.cn/2023-02/24/c_1129392788.htm

43

44

45
46

47

48

49

50

51

EGMONT POLICY BRIEF 300 | CHINA’'S 14TH NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS: NO ORDINARY CUPS OF TEA

Relations Are a Model), published on https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-64871798 (last accessed on 18 March 2023).
See “Xi Jinping Pujing fenghui: Zhong E yuanshou tongyi “tongguo hetan jiejue Wukelan weiji”’ (JIFZERIES : PHTERE "By
MK AR R ZFE=1EA/L; Xi Jinping Putin summit: Chinese and Russian heads of state agree to “resolve Ukraine crisis through peaceful talks”)
https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-65032731 (last accessed 22 March 2023).

“China-EU relations are not targeted at, dependent on, or controlled by a third party. No matter how the situation develops, China always
regards the EU as a comprehensive strategic partner and supports European integration. We hope that Europe, having experienced the
hardships of the war in Ukraine, drew lessons from the bitter experience and will truly achieve strategic autonomy and long-term peace and
stability.” (“PEEM AR - MATIA - WANE - PRMABRKATEZE T RIS R MBIFHAERE - PRRAAEHX - £
&~ W AZHTE =7 - FERBNOTRRE - PHRENRBANZELEEKE - ZHEN—EFE - BIONFERNER TE7==
EOKBIEYE - BERRE - BEESIEEBEE - KBAZ © ”) See “Qin gang: Zhong-Ou guanxi bu zhendui, bu yifu, ye bu shouzhi yu di san
fang” (=M : PEAREZAEHN « K~ 1AZHITFE =77; Qin Gang: China-EU relations are not aimed at, dependent on, or controlled
by a third party), published on http://cn.chinadiplomacy.org.cn/2023-03/07/content_85150437.shtml (last accessed on 18 March 2023).
SiE ¥R % B8, See http://lianghui.people.com.cn/2023/n1/2023/0306/c452482-32637378.html (last accessed on 18 March 2023).
While (official) military budget increases in the corona years were slightly lower (6 to 7%), most budget increases prior to 2020 fluctuated
between 7 and 9 percent. Between 2011 and 2014 PLA budget increases exceeded 10%.

See “Lianghui kaimu: jujiao chongzhen jingji, Xi Jinping jin yi bu kuo quan” (MEH%E | BEERKE - BIAFiE—TIEE; Opening of the
two sessions: Focus on revitalizing the economy, Xi Jinping further expands power), published on https://cn.nytimes.com/china/20230305/
china-xi-jinping-congress/zh-hant/ (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

ESSSCEIEING

“Xi Jinping tichu ‘Quangiu wenming changyi” (33112 23K SZAR1E1%; Xi Jinping Proposes the Global Civilization Initiative), published on
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2023-03/15/content_5746927.htm (last accessed on 18 March 2023).

European Commission and HR/VP contribution to the European Council EU-China — A strategic outlook. Strasbourg, 12 March 2019. https://
ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/communication-eu-china-a-strategic-outlook.pdf (last accessed on 18 March 2023).
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