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____________________________________________________
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I should first of all like to express my deep thanks to the Royal Institute for International Relations for giving me the opportunity to address such a distinguished and learned gathering.  We meet today at a time marked by major uncertainties in the international situation . . . uncertainties that have nourished feelings of insecurity and played havoc with stability in several regions of the world ….particularly in the Middle East.

Indeed, we are more than ever at a historic cross road.  The Middle East in particular will face major upheavals in the foreseeable future with far reaching effects if the existing challenges are not properly addressed and fairly resolved….i.e. politically, and through negotiations.  The Middle East needs no more wars.  What that region needs is sustained plans to establish just peace, pursue reforms and follow economic and social developments policies supported by financial  packages generated internally as well as externally. . 

Let me now dwell on the Middle East agenda which is both tall and full. I would like to enumerate three major items:  The first deals with political and security issues and encompasses the Palestinian Question, the Arab Israeli conflict, to the situation in Iraq, Lebanon, Darfur and Somalia.  It also includes the very grave and sensitive Middle East Nuclear file.

The second item has to do with the issue of Clash of civilizations and its efforts and effects.  The last major item deals with Reform in the Arab World.
 

Let us first of all be clear about the Palestinian Question and the Arab Israeli conflict.  Just as we cannot and should not go back to the status quo ante 1977, that witnessed the absence of  Arab-Israeli relations, dialogue or contact, we cannot and should not accept the current status quo either, which is but a ponder keg that would explode at any moment and cannot be considered as sustainable.  We should prepare for a different future based on the establishment of a viable Palestinian state, through a settlement that addresses the questions of Jerusalem, refugees, withdrawal, sovereignty, territorial integrity and security of the parties concerned, including Israel.  The two-States solution should not be treated as a mere headline without giving it full effect. We should aim at a comprehensive settlement that includes the Syrian and Lebanese dimensions of the Arab Israeli conflict.  The time is now….the year 2007.  We in the Middle East are no longer ready to accept attractive but empty promises, photo opportunities and fake peace-making spins, with envoys moving in all directions, visiting the region’s capitals, issuing hopeful statements but in effect achieving nothing. To put it succinctly, we no longer believe in such a make-believe diplomacy or satisfy ourselves with crisis management rather than problem-solving strategies.  It is too late for such gimmicks.

We, on the Arab side, have formally, and repeatedly, expressed our unanimous determination to enter into a peace agreement with Israel.  Yet, there are no free lunches.  Israel has to honor its part of the deal in accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions and the principles of the Madrid Peace Conference particularly that of “land for peace”. 

It goes without saying that we should do the same and simultaneously with what Israel should and would do.  In this respect, I called for an international peace conference to launch a serious process of negotiations.  The appropriate auspices for the conference should be non-other than the United Nations.  The conference and the process should not be open-ended but must have a defined time frame and an end game oriented agenda.
Ladies and Gentlemen,


As to the situation in Iraq, we followed with due attention what President Bush has recently announced.  Many of us would hope that the U.S. initiates a process that would succeed in inverting the dangerous trend which, in the last three years, has abetted factionalism, sectarian enmity and bloodshed.  I have recently stressed that to ensure the success of any approach or initiative on Iraq several basic guidelines should be enshrined in an agreed document, preferably, a Security Council resolution under chapter 7 in order to commit all parties concerned.  Those guidelines are six in number:
· Non partition of Iraq, formal or informal.
· Furthering the conciliation process. Here, the League of Arab States is very much adamant on resuming this process and needs the active support and involvement of the international community.

·  Preparation of laws explicit on fair distribution of wealth in Iraq.
· The dismantling of militias.

· Immediate activation of the agreed mechanism to consider amendments to the Iraqi constitution in accordance with what has been decided by the Iraqi Parliament.
· Citizenship should be on the basis of being a active member of the Iraqi society.  Sectarian or religious beliefs should not constitute a criterion for political survival.  

I would add here that the Iraqi problem will not be resolved by force but through coordinated political efforts by all involved.  Conciliation is the word, not war or hegemony.

 I should here also like to make a reference to the Baker-Hamilton report which emphasized the adverse effects and influence of the on going Arab Israeli conflict, and the failing and biased policies followed  vis-à-vis it, have on breaking the barrier of credibility of certain international politics, and affecting the rest of the Middle East problems, including Iraq.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Lebanon is another country on the threshold of chaotic configurations.  


As you may well know the Arab League has been racing with time in endeavouring to contain this crisis and resolve it before it develops into another full-fledged bloody confrontation in the region.  To this end, I have submitted a package for an agreement based on ratifying the international tribunal whilst establishing a national unity government.  I can today say that some progress has been achieved although the road remains long.  We are in constant contact with all concerned parties regarding details; and as you all know very well know, the devil lurks in details.  I intend to resume my efforts in the near future after the Paris III Conference on helping the economic development of Lebanon which is to be held later in the current week.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As to the situation in Sudan some progress seems to have been achieved.  The UN and the Sudanese government have made considerable progress with the latter accepting joint operations and deployment of UN military advisors as part of what is called a hybrid peace keeping force which will be predominantly African.  Moreover, the government has expressed its readiness to commence real dialogue with rebel movements, who have also to reciprocate by cooperating.
However, the Abuja agreement has yet to yield its full potential.   Besides the security aspect work on the process of reconciliation and investment in the development of Darfur have to be effectively addressed.  In this regard, the Arab League, the African Union and the United Nations, are closely following a unified strategy to steer the situation towards a viable solution within Darfur, with the central government as well as with neighbouring countries.
Ladies and Gentlemen,


The situation in Somalia remains very perilous thus further threatening stability in the Horn of Africa.  Immediate action is required to deal with the issue of the withdrawal of Ethiopian troops. I, also called for sending a peace keeping force to Somalia. A comprehensive peace conference comprising all factions of the Somali society should be convened.  The military defeat of the Islamic Courts does not mean that they have disappeared. They indeed must not be excluded from the internal configuration.   The League of Arab States in coordination with the African Union is working to convene such a conference under the auspices of both organizations.  Together we have decided to establish a permanent joint committee to deal with all Somali parties in an attempt to mobilize a solid base for a Somali Conciliation.  Commensurately, I am in contact with Commissioner Louis Michel as we intend to work together to effect conciliation and work for a peace-keeping and peace-making process to finally embark on a viable Somali reconstruction plan.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

 
The Iranian nuclear issue and the policies pursued to deal with it augment the trouble and tension witnessed by the entire region.  I would here like to emphasize that it is not to the benefit of the Middle East that any country rises as a nuclear military power or possesses weapons of mass destruction . . . and we would all join the international political effort to prevent that. Yet, this should apply to all countries in the same situation or even more. We must be careful not to exempt any single country from this equation.  We must pursue a policy of demilitarization of the Middle East and build a security system excluding nuclear weapons.

 
It is unfair to attribute the potential race to Iran’s ambitions alone.  Israel, according to its Prime Minister, has acquired nuclear military capabilities and therefore, should be checked. Other major actors in the Middle East will find themselves in an awkward situation and will strive to join the nuclear club too.  The gravity of the issue requires searching for innovative solutions that could hopefully lead to the establishment of a regional mechanism to provide nuclear power for peaceful means.  I must here stress the fact that all Arab countries intend to pursue, in the near future, the development of nuclear energy for such peaceful means under international supervision.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

 
Interlinked with security is the question of reform in the region.  The Arab World has opted for reform. Change is irreversibly taking place.  While recognizing that reform has been gaining momentum in the Arab World I must here emphasize that it is the unanimous will of Arab societies to move on, to link up with the rest of the world and meet together the challenges of the twenty first century.  The region will definitely go through a process of fundamental changes over the next few years.  In this regard, the Tunis Summit document of 2004 is very explicit.  This document treats the issues of development, modernization and change, basic human rights, fundamental freedoms, education, transparency, electoral rights, women rights and so on.  To the Arab World the challenge of reform is a priority. Still, it can not be fully realized on the wider regional context without reaching a solution to the Palestinian Question and putting an end to the enduring Arab-Israeli conflict.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I would like to conclude my remarks by making some comments on the new international phenomena or, if I may call it so, the new international phobia: the so-called clash of civilization.


Let us be clear.  What obtains today is not a clash between civilizations but rather a clash between the West and Islam . . . and this clash is in fact between the extreme wings, extreme thoughts in western and Muslim societies.  Not between the mainstreams.  It is indeed extremists on both sides that are manipulating religious beliefs in an effort to reach their own political ends.  

I think it has now become more than ever apparent that we do not only need to know the other.  We thus need to listen more to each other on all levels.  Too much time has been wasted speculating whether or not we are in a clash of civilizations.  My stand is that we should seize every opportunity to promote dialogue in a spirit of humility, mutual respect and understanding in order to avoid arrogance.  Intercultural dialogue will be one of the defining issues of the first decade of the new century.  We need to involve all levels of society as we work to increase cultural exchanges and learning, improve understanding, further tolerance and deepen mutual respect.
We should not ignore the fact that part of what we see and even live is a political clash that has produced wars and bloodshed.  Thus the Security Council in my opinion should be involved in such a matter that constitutes a serious threat to international peace and security.  This issue should not be left to religious people alone.



                                                             Thank you.
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