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INVITATION

EGMONT - the Royal Institute for International Relations and 
the Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines

invite you to a high level conference on Tuesday September 16, 2014 
from 18.30 to 19.30 at the Castle of Val Duchesse,  
259 Boulevard du Souverain, 1160 Brussels

His Excellency Philippine President Benigno S. Aquino III will present his views on :

PHILIPPINE RELATIONS WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION:
SHARED VALUES AND PROSPECTS FOR COOPERATION

[bookmark: _GoBack]This year, the Philippines and the European Union celebrate the 50th anniversary of their bilateral relations.  These ties have matured over the last half century, from an almost exclusive focus on development aid in the late 1960s and early 1970s, to a robust, comprehensive and strategic cooperation on issues of common concern in the last two decades.
The visit to Brussels by President Aquino in September 2014 is especially significant because of the 50th anniversary of the bilateral ties, and in view of several recent milestones in the relationship, including the signing of the their Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA), one of the first agreements of its kind signed after the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. 
The President is expected to speak of his vision for the future of Philippines-EU relations, including cooperation on critical issues of the day, such as inclusive growth, good governance and maritime security.

PROGRAMME

17.30-18.25 	Registration. Please note that doors will be closed at 18.30 sharp.

18.30		Welcome Words:  Ambassador Marc Otte, Director General, Egmont Institute 
Keynote speech:  His Excellency Philippine President Benigno S. Aquino III 

Concluding remarks: Ambassador Marc Otte

19.30		Reception offered by the Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines
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